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DIRECTOR’S NOTES:

We are still dealing with COVID-19 today but we do 
see hope for a return to our normal lives.  But RENT 
reminds us that some pandemics live on – altered 
and controlled to some degree – but they do live on.  
HIV and AIDS are still with us.  We continue to be 
vigilant in HIV prevention, but people still contract it 
and still die. But the HIV pandemic is not an 
automatic death sentence as it was in early days.  
Advancement in treatments and care have made it a 
livable condition for most.  I have friends and 
acquaintances who have lived with HIV for over 25 
years now.  They do it with grace and dignity, 
perseverance, and hope.  Hope that one day there 
still will be a cure.  


RENT is about hope, but it’s also about living for 
today because today may be all you’ve got.  I think 
we’ve all felt that once or twice in the last year.  
That’s not a scare tactic or a threat but a call to live 
life to its fullest.  Be involved and engaged in your 
life.  Be in touch and friends, family, with the world 
around you as best you can.  The COVID-19 
pandemic forced us all to reach out in new and 
different ways to stay connected.  It may have been 
Zoom or TikTok or even Facebook, but all of that 
was living for today to make it hopefully to another 
day.  Living for today makes this very moment, 
special, perfect, and complete.


There were times this past year that as theatre 
artists we wondered “Will we ever get back to the 
stage?” But here we are – not in our usual space or 
format - but I can assure you this cast and crew is 
living for today! And as you sit in the amphitheater, 
socially-distanced following all the current 
guidelines of safety, on the banks of the 
Monongahela, flowering trees revealing the start of 
spring, geese and goslings swimming by, breathe, 
relax, silence that phone, sit back (well, you might 
be on bleachers but still sit) and live for right now, 
for today. No day but today! 


Happy 25th Broadway Anniversary to RENT!  Thank 
you, Mr. Larson.


 

                               – Prof. Lee Blair, Director
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SYNOPSIS OF “RENT”


CHRISTMAS EVE

Mark, a documentary filmmaker, and Roger, a songwriter, are 
surprised as their former roommate and current landlord, Benny, 
asks for the back rent due (“Rent”).  Benny let it slide before but 
now he will evict them if they don’t pay.  Recently married into a 
wealthy family, Benny offers to let them live rent free again if they 
can convince Maureen (Mark's ex) to stop her protest at a 
performance space Benny is planning to turn into a cyber-cafe. 


Tom Collins, Mark’s former roommate, returns to town.  He is 
attacked by three men and left for dead in an alley.  Angel Dumott 
Schunard, a HIV-positive drag queen drummer, meets Collins, 
also HIV-positive, in the alley (“You Ok, Honey”) and a romance 
begins.


Roger mourns his girlfriend April, who committed suicide after 
learning she had HIV, and sings of his desire to write one lasting 
song before his own death from HIV (“One Song Glory”). Mimi, a 
neighbor and night club dancer addicted to heroin, enters Roger's 
apartment and flirts with him (“Light My Candle”).

 
Roger and Mark meet Angel (“Today for You”) and are invited to a 
HIV-support group at a local community center. Roger declines 
but Mark accepts, telling them he will be there after he goes and 
helps Maureen, who had called and asked for help with a 
technical problem.


Mark goes to help Maureen, only to meet Joanne, Maureen's new 
lover. They talk about Maureen's cheating as Mark fixes the 
technical issues at the performance space (“Tango Maureen”). He 
then proceeds to the Life Support Meeting where attendees share 
their struggles with HIV (“Support Group”).


Forward to a night club, with Mimi performing a song and dance 
routine, singing of her desire to go out and have a good time 
before her life ends (“Out Tonight). The song transitions back to 
the apartment as she barges into Roger's apartment, where he 
gets angry at her bravado ("Another Day"). 
 
The four friends – Mark, Roger, Collins and Angel - talk about 
leaving NYC and moving to Santa Fe to open a restaurant ("Santa 
Fe"). Roger heads home, Mark goes off to help Maureen at the 
protest, and Collins and Angel express their love strolling the 
streets of the Lower East Side ("I'll Cover You"). 
 
Maureen's protest happens later that night ("Over the Moon")as 
Benny puts the police on standby. There is a riot post-
performance.  That night at the Life Cafe, everyone meets up. 
Benny tells everyone that he is sorry, changing no one’s mind.  
They then perform ("La Vie Bohème").  Roger and Mimi gather 
outside, expressing their love for each other ("I Should Tell You"). 
Roger finds out that Mimi is HIV-positive as Mimi has already 
figured out that Roger is too. The two re-enter the cafe and 
celebrate their newfound relationship. 
 
NEW YEAR’S EVE

A new year brings new hope (“Seasons of Love”). The gang 
celebrates the New Year with Mimi vowing to give up her drug 
habit and go back to school. However, they are locked out of their 
apartment by Benny, and Angel breaks the padlock with a 
garbage can. (“Happy New Year”).  Benny shows up to end the 
“war” with his former roommates.  He reveals that Mimi had 
dropped by his place, convincing him to change his mind, but 
also intimating she had cheated on Roger with him. Mark gets a 
phone call from Alexi Darling, a producer at Buzzline.  She wants 
his footage from the Christmas Eve riot. 




VALENTINE’S DAY AND SPRING

As we reach Valentine’s Day, Joanne and Maureen are working on 
Maureen’s new performance piece but begin to argue over 
Maureen’s flirtations and infidelities with other women ("Take Me 
or Leave Me"). They walk out on each other, ending their 
relationship. And after the events of New Year and move into 
spring, Mimi’s relationship with Roger suffers, she resumes her 
drug habit and falls into a state of despair (“Without You”).


FALL

Summer passes into fall.  Relationships suffer and struggle, as 
Angel gets progressively sicker and eventually dies from AIDS 
("Without You" and “Contact”). The next scene is Angel's funeral 
in a large church ("I'll Cover You - Reprise" ).  


Mark worries about his career and all the pain experienced in the 
last ten months (“Halloween). Roger and Mimi argue about their 
past relationship, along with Joanne and Maureen. In their 
argument, Roger reveals that he has sold his guitar, bought a car, 
and is planning to leave for Santa Fe ("Goodbye Love").  As 
Collins can’t afford to pay for Angel’s funeral, Benny graciously 
offers.  


Mark laments his selling out to Buzzline and plans to quit to 
continue working on his documentary as Roger worries about his 
move to Santa Fe and what will he do without Mimi ("What You 
Own"). 


CHRISTMAS AGAIN…

Roger’s stay in Santa Fe is short-lived as he returns NYC, missing 
friends and Mimi.  Joanne and Maureen rush to the apartment 
with Mimi. Finding her in a local park, she had been living on the 
streets for months. (“Finale A”).


As Mimi is about to die, Roger sings the song he has been writing 
over the last year ("Your Eyes"). Near death, Mimi suddenly 
regains consciousness and says, "I was heading toward this 
warm, white light. And I swear, Angel was there and she looked 
good! She told me, 'Turn around, girlfriend, and listen to that 
boy's song.'" 


During the last song ("Finale B"), we “see” Mark’s documentary.  
We see hope as relationships and friendships are mended and the 
memory of Angel lingers with them all. 


