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Our Playwright 

William Shakespeare was a renowned English poet, playwright, and actor born in 1564 
in Stratford-upon-Avon. His birthday is most commonly celebrated on April 23, which 
is also believed to be the date he died in 1616. 

Shakespeare was a prolific writer during the Elizabethan and Jacobean ages of British 
theatre (sometimes called the English Renaissance or 
the Early Modern Period).  Shakespeare’s plays are 
perhaps his most enduring legacy, writing 38 plays (as 
well as 2 narrative poems, 154 sonnets, and a variety 
of other poems). After Shakespeare died, a few actors 
in his company published 36 of his plays into what is 
known as “The First Folio”, folio referring to the size 
of the paper used to publish them.  

Shakespeare wrote Twelfth Night or What You Will 
during the 1600-1601 winter season. Twelfth Night was 
originally written to be performed as a special Christmas play, although its publication 
had to wait until it was published in The First Folio. 

The Title: Twelfth Night or What You Will 

The alternate title, "What You Will," translates fairly well into the modern idiom as 
"Whatever." Speculation has pointed to January 6th (the twelfth day of Christmas) 
indicating a "topsy-turvydom" of indulgent festivities (Wells 177), a revelry signifying 
the end of the holiday season. Even the subtitle "speaks both to this customary season of 
topsy-turvy revelry and to the space of fantasy and wish-fulfillment that was the early 
modern playhouse" (Garber 506). The play seems to designate an end of comedy or a 
farewell to wit of this sort in the artistic development of the playwright -- his efforts will 
focus on tragedies next (Goddard, I 295, 306). Or perhaps the play was designed for a 
particular occasion coinciding with Twelfth Night (Stratfordians say in 1601). Twelfth 

https://www.shakespeare.org.uk/explore-shakespeare/shakespedia/stratford-upon-avon/
https://www.shakespeare.org.uk/explore-shakespeare/shakespedia/stratford-upon-avon/
https://www.shakespeare.org.uk/explore-shakespeare/shakespedia/shakespeares-plays/
https://www.shakespeare.org.uk/explore-shakespeare/shakespedia/shakespeares-plays/
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Night is also called the Epiphany, a church festival in commemoration of the coming of 
the Magi as the first manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles, or in the Eastern Church in 
commemoration of the baptism of Christ. 

Production History 

Twelfth Night has been performed numerous times since its publication in The First 
Folio. It is believed that the first performance took place on the twelfth night of 
Christmas in 1602. One of the most renowned Shakespeare companies, The Royal 
Shakespeare Company, has performed the show over a dozen times just since 1960. 

Another interesting production of Twelfth Night was Tim Carroll’s version staged at the 
Apollo, London in 2012. The cast consisted of all adult males, an interesting choice to 
make in modern times. It is also interesting that the cast were all adult males, 
considering the women’s roles were originally written in Shakespeare’s time for teenage 
boys.  

Stephen Fry and Mark Rylance in Tim Carroll’s Twelfth Night 

The most interesting part of any Shakespeare production is the variety of styles chosen 
by each director. There are so many interpretations of the text and so many styles of 
direction and design. We see traditional productions that would have been done in 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/magus
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Shakespeare’s time, modern versions, and versions that take place in other exotic 
locations that represent other areas of the world besides Illyria.  

Modern References to Twelfth Night 

There are many popular references to Twelfth Night in 
modern day perhaps the movie She’s the Man directed by 
Andy Fickman, starring Amanda Bynes and Channing 
Tatum. Amanda Bynes plays Viola Hastings, a soccer 
player on her school’s team, until the team gets cut. Her 
brother Sebastian is supposed to enroll at the elite boarding 
school Illyria, but he flees to London instead to go on tour 
with his band. Viola disguises as Sebastian and enrolls at 
Illyria for him, and joins the boys soccer team, where she 
falls in love with the star soccer player, Duke Orsino 
(Channing Tatum). There are even more parallels to the 
original script, with Olivia falling in love with Viola as 

Sebastian, and Duke’s friends names being Andrew and Toby, Sebastian’s girlfriends 
name being Monique Valentine, and the class clown being named Malcolm Festes. 

Another modern reference is the musical Play On! With music by Duke Ellington. In 
this story, Vy comes to swinging 1940s Harlem to 
write songs for the Duke, Harlem's greatest band 
leader. To overcome the sexist barriers of the 
time against women songwriters, she disguises 
herself as a man, Vy-man. The Duke likes Vy-
man's music, so he instructs the songwriter to go 
to the Cotton Club and present one of her songs 
as if it were a new song written by the Duke for 
Lady Liv, the woman who he just lost. Lady Liv 
(Harlem’s “queen of blues”) likes Vy-man, and a 
series of mistaken pairings results. 
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Meanwhile, several of the performers at the Cotton Club are rebelling against the club 
manager, Rev. Since Rev has a crush on Lady Liv, the performers persuade him that he 
should woo her by learning to swing and scat, giving up his old-fashioned ballads. 
More confusion results before the truth is revealed, and the couples are appropriately 
united. 

A final modern reference is to Shakespeare in Love. 
Gwyneth Paltrow plays Viola, a daughter of a wealthy 
merchant, who sees Shakespeare’s plays at court and 
disguises herself as a man in order to audition. She falls 
in love with him, despite being in an arranged 
engagement to Lord Wessex by her parents. 
Shakespeare, inspired by Viola as “Thomas Kent”, 
writes Romeo and Juliet, and soon discovers her female 
persona. They begin a secret affair. At the end of the 
movie, Shakespeare and Viola do not end up together. 
As they are saying their goodbyes, Shakespeare 
envisions Viola washing up on a sea shore, thus the 
beginning of what will be Twelfth Night. 

Themes in Twelfth Night 

Some themes that appear throughout Twelfth Night are family, music, and gender roles. 
Family is a large theme amongst many characters, particularly for our protagonist, 
Viola. Viola has lost her twin brother, thinking that he has drowned in a shipwreck, 
while Sebastian thinks that he has lost Viola in the same shipwreck. Olivia has also lost 
a brother, and has been in mourning for a while, which adds to her frustration with 
Duke Orsino’s persistence. An actual family unit that is seen throughout the play is that 
of Maria, Andrew, Toby, and Fabian. These jokesters all work together to prank 
Malvolio, and are often seen as a sort of “family”; they have adopted each other and 
become tight-knit throughout the play. Another family that is seen is at the end, when 
the couples have a dual wedding. Viola marries Orsino and Sebastian marries Olivia, 
making Orsino and Olivia brother and sister-in-law. 



6 

Another theme seen in the play is the power of music. The Duke has a line in his first 
scene, “If music be the food of love, play on…” There are also several other references 
to music, including Viola calling herself a eunuch (a castrated tenor), and Feste sings 
several tunes throughout the play as part of his fool’s act. 

A final theme that is seen throughout the play is the mutability of gender roles. Viola 
crashes on the shore of Illyria as a woman, and she recognizes that it is safer to go 
around the streets of a new city as a man. There are many scary acts that could take 
place if she were to be a woman, and thus she takes on the persona of Cesario. In 
Shakespeare’s time, women were considered inferior to men in every form, despite 
having a female rule the land for more than forty years. Even Queen Elizabeth had been 
advised for many years to marry in order to have a man share the throne.  This theme is 
common amongst Shakespeare’s works, such as in Two Gentlemen of Verona and As You 
Like It. 

Glossary 
(Words/phrases in order of appearance) 
Act I 
● Provident: careful in regard to your own interests
● Abjure: formally reject or disavow a formerly held belief
● Mellow: become more relaxed, easygoing, or genial
● Bounteous: given or giving freely
● Excess: a quantity much larger than is needed
● Abatement: an interruption in the intensity or amount of something
● Ample: more than enough in size or scope or capacity
● Exception: grounds for adverse criticism
● Modest: limited in size or scope
● Confine: place limits on
● Prodigal: a recklessly extravagant person
● Allay: lessen the intensity of or calm
● Accost: approach and speak to someone aggressively or insistently
● Revel: unrestrained merrymaking
● Caper: jump about playfully

https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/provident
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/provident
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/abjure
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/abjure
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/mellow
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/mellow
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/bounteous
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/bounteous
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/excess
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/excess
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/abatement
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/abatement
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/ample
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/ample
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/exception
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/exception
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/modest
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/modest
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/confine
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/confine
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/prodigal
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/prodigal
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/allay
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/allay
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/accost
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/accost
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/revel
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/revel
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/caper
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/caper
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● Negligence: the trait of ignoring responsibilities and lacking concern
● Abandon: the trait of lacking restraint or control
● Clamorous: conspicuously and offensively loud
● Prosper: make steady progress
● Transgress: commit a sin; violate a law of God or a moral law
● Infirmity: the state of being weak in health or body
● Discreet: marked by prudence or modesty and wise self-restraint
● Lechery: unrestrained indulgence in sexual activity
● Exquisite: delicately beautiful
● Profound: showing intellectual penetration or emotional depth
● Nonpareil: model of excellence or perfection of a kind
● Dimension: a construct distinguishing objects or individuals
● Denial: the act of refusing to comply, as with a request
● Reverberate: ring or echo with sound
● Fervor: feelings of great warmth and intensity

Act II 
● Fate: the ultimate agency predetermining the course of events
● Determinate: supplying or being a final or conclusive settlement
● Extort: obtain by coercion or intimidation
● Cunning: crafty artfulness, especially in deception
● Frailty: moral weakness
● Dote: shower with love; show excessive affection for
● Mitigation: the action of lessening in severity or intensity
● Misdemeanor: a crime less serious than a felony
● Contempt: open disrespect for a person or thing
● Indignation: a feeling of righteous anger
● Gull: fool or hoax
● Con: deprive of by deceit
● Revenge: action taken in return for an injury or offense
● Epistle: a specially long, formal letter
● Distinction: a discrimination between things as different
● Device: any clever maneuver
● Sovereign: greatest in status or authority or power
● Melancholy: a humor that was once believed to cause sadness

https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/negligence
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/negligence
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/abandon
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/abandon
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/clamorous
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/clamorous
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/prosper
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/prosper
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/transgress
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/transgress
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/infirmity
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/infirmity
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/discreet
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/discreet
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/lechery
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/lechery
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/exquisite
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/exquisite
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/profound
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/profound
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/nonpareil
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/nonpareil
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/dimension
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/dimension
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/denial
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/denial
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/reverberate
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/reverberate
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/fervor
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/fervor
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/fate
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/fate
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/fate
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/fate
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/determinate
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/determinate
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/determinate
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/determinate
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/extort
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/extort
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/extort
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/extort
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/cunning
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/cunning
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/cunning
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/cunning
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/frailty
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/frailty
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/frailty
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/frailty
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/dote
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/dote
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/dote
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/dote
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/mitigation
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/mitigation
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/mitigation
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/mitigation
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/misdemeanor
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/misdemeanor
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/misdemeanor
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/misdemeanor
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/contempt
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/contempt
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/contempt
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/contempt
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/indignation
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/indignation
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/indignation
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/indignation
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/gull
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/gull
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/gull
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/gull
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/con
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/con
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/con
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/con
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/revenge
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/revenge
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/revenge
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/revenge
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/epistle
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/epistle
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/epistle
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/epistle
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/distinction
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/distinction
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/distinction
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/distinction
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/device
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/device
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/device
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/device
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/sovereign
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/sovereign
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/sovereign
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/sovereign
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/melancholy
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/melancholy
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/melancholy
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/melancholy
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● Niggardly: petty or reluctant in giving or spending
● Mockery: humorous or satirical mimicry
● Austere: of a stern or strict bearing or demeanor
● Prerogative: a right reserved exclusively by a person or group
● Sinew: a band of tissue connecting a muscle to its bony attachment
● Intimate: imply as a possibility
● Portend: indicate by signs
● Detraction: the act of discrediting someone's reputation
● Inure: cause to accept or become hardened to
● Surly: unfriendly and inclined toward anger or irritation
● Injunction: a formal command or admonition
● Detest: dislike intensely

Act III 
● Crave: plead or ask for earnestly
● Desirous: having or expressing an inclination to want something
● Compliment: a remark expressing praise and admiration
● Solicit: make a petition for something desired
● Beseech: ask for or request earnestly
● Grace: the free and unmerited favor or beneficence of God
● Woo: seek someone's favor
● Abhor: find repugnant
● Bestow: give as a gift
● Exasperate: make furious
● Laudable: worthy of high praise
● Commendation: a message expressing a favorable opinion
● Chide: scold or reprimand severely or angrily
● Conscience: motivation deriving from ethical or moral principles
● Obstruction: the physical condition of blocking or filling a passage
● Prospect: the possibility of future success
● Mercy: leniency and compassion shown toward offenders
● Approbation: official acceptance or agreement
● Capacity: the power to learn or retain knowledge
● Valor: courage when facing danger
● Courteous: characterized by politeness and gracious good manners

https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/niggardly
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/niggardly
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/niggardly
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/niggardly
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/mockery
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/mockery
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/mockery
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/mockery
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/austere
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/austere
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/austere
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/austere
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/prerogative
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/prerogative
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/prerogative
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/prerogative
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/sinew
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/sinew
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/sinew
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/sinew
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/intimate
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/intimate
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/intimate
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/intimate
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/portend
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/portend
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/portend
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/portend
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/detraction
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/detraction
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/detraction
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/detraction
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/inure
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/inure
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/inure
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/inure
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/surly
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/surly
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/surly
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/surly
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/injunction
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/injunction
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/injunction
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/injunction
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/detest
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/detest
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/detest
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/detest
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/crave
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/crave
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/crave
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/crave
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/desirous
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/desirous
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/desirous
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/desirous
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/compliment
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/compliment
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/compliment
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/compliment
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/solicit
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/solicit
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/solicit
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/solicit
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/beseech
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/beseech
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/beseech
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/beseech
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/grace
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/grace
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/grace
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/grace
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/woo
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/woo
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/woo
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/woo
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/abhor
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/abhor
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/abhor
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/abhor
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/bestow
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/bestow
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/bestow
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/bestow
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/exasperate
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/exasperate
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/exasperate
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/exasperate
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/laudable
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/laudable
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/laudable
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/laudable
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/commendation
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/commendation
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/commendation
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/commendation
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/chide
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/chide
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/chide
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/chide
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/conscience
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/conscience
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/conscience
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/conscience
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/obstruction
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/obstruction
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/obstruction
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/obstruction
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/prospect
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/prospect
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/prospect
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/prospect
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/mercy
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/mercy
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/mercy
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/mercy
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/approbation
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/approbation
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/approbation
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/approbation
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/capacity
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/capacity
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/capacity
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/capacity
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/valor
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/valor
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/valor
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/valor
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/courteous
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/courteous
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/courteous
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/courteous


9 
 

● Defy: challenge 
● Favor: a feeling of positive regard 
● Grieve: cause to feel sorrow 
● Entreat: ask for or request earnestly 
● Coffer: a chest especially for storing valuables 
● Upbraid: express criticism towards 
● Corruption: moral perversion; impairment of virtue and moral principles 
● Venerable: profoundly honored 
● Virtue: a particular moral excellence 

Act IV 
● Folly: foolish or senseless behavior 
● Tarry: stay longer than you should 
● Battery: an assault in which the assailant makes physical contact 
● Barbarous: primitive in customs and culture 
● Offend: cause to feel resentment or indignation 
● Passion: a strong feeling or emotion 
● Fruitless: unproductive of success 
● Relish: vigorous and enthusiastic enjoyment 
● Fancy: imagination held to be more casual than true imagination 
● Dissemble: hide under a false appearance 
● Lunatic: an insane person 
● Fiend: an evil supernatural being 
● Vex: disturb the peace of mind of 
● Hideous: grossly offensive to decency or morality; causing horror 
● Lustrous: reflecting light 
● Ignorance: the lack of knowledge or education 
● Upshot: a phenomenon that is caused by some previous phenomenon 
● Notorious: known widely and usually unfavorably 
● Wit: mental ability 
● Restore: give or bring back 
● Vain: unproductive of success 
● Maintain: state or assert 
● Counterfeit: make a copy of with the intent to deceive 
● Wrath: intense anger 

https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/defy
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/defy
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/defy
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/defy
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/favor
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/favor
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/favor
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/favor
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/grieve
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/grieve
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/grieve
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/grieve
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/entreat
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/entreat
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/entreat
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/entreat
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/coffer
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/coffer
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/coffer
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/coffer
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/upbraid
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/upbraid
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/upbraid
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/upbraid
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/corruption
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/corruption
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/corruption
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/corruption
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/venerable
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/venerable
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/venerable
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/venerable
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● Glorious: having great beauty and splendor
● Dispute: the act of coming into conflict
● Wrangle: quarrel noisily, angrily, or disruptively
● Stable: firm and dependable; subject to little fluctuation
● Haste: overly eager speed and possible carelessness
● Plight: promise solemnly and formally

Act V 
● Profit: derive a benefit from
● Grapple: the act of engaging in close hand-to-hand combat
● Confess: admit to a wrongdoing
● Expose: put in a dangerous, disadvantageous, or difficult position
● Apprehend: take into police custody
● Fulsome: unpleasantly and excessively suave or ingratiating
● Ingrate: a person who shows no gratitude
● Savage: wild and menacing
● Spite: hurt the feelings of
● Jocund: full of or showing high-spirited merriment
● Feign: make believe with the intent to deceive
● Beguile: influence by slyness
● Propriety: correct behavior
● Reveal: make known to the public information previously kept secret
● Attest: authenticate; affirm to be true, genuine, or correct
● Havoc: violent and needless disturbance
● Kinsman: a male relative
● Deity: a supernatural being worshipped as controlling the world
● Assume: take on a certain form, attribute, or aspect
● Usurp: take the place of
● Sever: set or keep apart
● Frenzy: state of violent mental agitation
● Edify: make understand
● Induce: cause to act in a specified manner
● Mettle: the courage to carry on
● Plaintiff: a person who brings an action in a court of law
● Conceive: have the idea for
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● Recompense: payment or reward, as for service rendered
● Solemn: dignified and somber in manner or character
● Strive: exert much effort or energy

Discussion Questions 
1. What other themes can we find in Twelfth Night?
2. Imagine being Viola and washing up onto the beach in a new, strange

land. Would you dress as a man in order to protect yourself? Or would
you continue as a woman? Why?

3. Illyria is a mysterious land that can be interpreted in many ways. If you
were the director, how would your Illyria look?

4. If you were the director, what kind of music would you put into the
production to accurately display characters feelings?
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Showings 

Twelfth Night is showing November 21-22 and December 3-8 in the Gladys G. Davis theatre 

at WVU's Creative Arts Center (CAC). On Thursday November 21, Friday November 22, and 

Tuesday-Saturday December 3-7 the doors will open at 7pm and the show will begin at 7:30pm. 

There will be one matinée: On Sunday December 8 the doors will open at 1:30pm and the show 

will begin at 2pm. You can purchase your tickets by calling (304) 293-SHOW or at the box 

office located in the CAC, Reduced rates are available for groups of ten or more. 

WVU’s production of Twelfth Night       
directed by Corey Atkins

SCENE DESIGN 

Professor Robert Klingelhoefer 

COSTUME DESIGN 

Jacob Currence

theatre.wvu.edu 
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